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23 HP Kawasaki v-twin gas engine, re-
flecting a horsepower and torque in-
crease from the past design. The diesel
model features a Kubota 20 HP liquid-
cooled diesel (three cylinder, 719 cc),
which runs quiet and provides plenty of
pulling power.

One of the biggest benefits of the
diesel unit is its amazing gas mileage.
One report on the XRT 1550 diesel
claimed 3.5 hours of operation per gal-
lon of fuel under hard working condi-
tions. The unit, with its 6.5 gal. fuel
tank, should push almost a full day—24
hours—of operation between fill-ups.

The 1550’s power train features what
Club Car calls its IntelliTrak true all-
wheel drive system, drive train technol-
ogy that continually senses traction con-
ditions. According to Glendon, what
sets the system apart is a completely au-
tomatic locking differential on both
front and rear that starts with one-wheel
drive, then with any quarter-turn of slip-
page, locks the rear, then locks the front
if additional slippage occurs.

“A lot of four-wheel drives are really
three because the front wheel doesn’t ac-
tually lock,” Glendon says, calling the
IntelliTrak system a major premium fea-
ture compared to competing 4x4 UTVs.

“The beauty of the system is there’s no
stopping; you just continue your momen-
tum, and it’s easier to handle a variety of
(operating) environments,” Glendon says.
The system operates in one gear, and the
IntelliTrak system means there’s only one
transmission instead of two, leading to
fewer maintenance issues.

Many UTVs require at least two and
sometimes three different lubricants for
front and rear differentials and the
transmission. The XRT 1550 is de-
signed so there’s only one transmission
lubricant for all three parts.

Cotter emphasizes that Club Car

seeks high-value components, not
just lowest cost, when building
UTYVs, including a rustproof, non-
corrosive box tube 6061 aircraft
grade aluminum frame, four-
wheel, hydraulic disc brakes,
four-point certified ROPS and
double a-arm front suspension
with coil-over shocks.

UTV, Cutter Work

It all comes down to the work
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Club Car UTV/Agri-Fab rough cut mower package handled both grassy field and woody food plot work with ease.

performed and the durability of the
product to handle recreational and
work duties, from maintaining
trails and food plots on a hunting lease in
the summer to ferrying hunters in the
backwoods in winter, for example.

This was the goal for the XRT 1550
4x4/Agri-Fab cutter package tested by
PET: To clear and cut a half-mile truck-
width woods road and multiple smaller
woods trails that connect food plots.
The trails and food plots have grown up
with spring and early summer grass and
weeds, some not being cleared in more
than a year. The job also included mow-
ing a three-acre field that had not been
bush-hogged or plowed in two years.

Setting up and getting ready to work
was easy: The Club Car XRT 1550 ar-
rived ready to go, with only fuel re-
quired. The Agri-Fab rough cut mower
went together easily, and despite its
weight the unit is well-balanced, mak-
ing it easy to move it around by the
tongue, spin the unit by hand if needed
when hooking up or decoupling it from
the UTV. Setting the cutting height was
also easy, thanks to height adjustment
levers that allow the operator to use
their body weight when pushing down
to make an adjustment.

Starting for both the UTV and cutter
proved quite reliable for our test: The

Neat hitch system uses slotted receiver, cotter pin for
easy hook-up and release from tow vehicle.

XRT diesel switch has a glow-plug set-
ting, and the cutter’s electric start system
passed the test with flying colors. Both
units started on virtually every key turn
throughout the multi-day product test.

PET put both products to a tough test
on a south Alabama property that’s part
old farm and part 6-year-old logging cu-
tover. The package drove through and
over some of the toughest growth imagin-
able, including shoulder-high “walls” of
blackberry bushes, wild grape vines and
multiple small (and some not so small)
pine and sweetgum saplings.

The XRT included a 60 in. bucket,
part of the company’s IntelliTach hy-
draulics attachment system that in-
cludes pallet fork, puch broom, blade
and mower. Though designed primarily
to handle loose material, the bucket on
front meant we couldn’t resist playing
bulldozer, doing some light dirt work
on a bumpy, terraced trail, where the
bucket performed admirably in loose
sandy loam. The bucket’s center con-
sole-mounted joystick control made
scooping, lifting and dumping the dirt
easy (and fun!), and the hydraulics are
powerful enough to lift the front wheels
off the ground when back-blading. PET
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